
Welcome to Reception!

Vicky Wood, Jennifer Taylor and 
Laura Burns 



Outline
Tonight we will be covering:

Å Introductions
ÅTraffic
ÅOur school day
Å Importance of play
ÅOur Curriculum
ÅAssessments
ÅHome/ School partnership
ÅGeneral Information



The Teamé
The Reception Team:
Early Years Coordinator - Vicky Wood

Mole Class:
Mrs Wood (Teacher), Miss Dickman (SCITT Teacher)

Mice Class: 
Mrs Taylor (Teacher), Mrs Lewis and Mrs Rice  (Teaching Assistants)

Hedgehog Class:
Miss Burns (Teacher), Mrs Kautoovra and Miss Collins (Teaching 

Assistants)

Mr Lyon (Sports Teacher)
Mrs Carlson (Support Teacher)



School drop off and pick 
up 

What we aim to do: 
Å Ensure the safety of all pupils
Å Show consideration to other road users
Å Be courteous towards neighbours and our local community

How? 
- Car share as much as possible 
- Walk to school 
- Park slightly further away from school and walk instead
- Follow the unofficial one -way system  





Please avoidé

ÅBlocking drives, parking in front of drop -
kerbs or parking on corners

ÅDoing 3 point turns

ÅDropping off children in front of the school 
gate- this is not a drop off zone

ÅParking on the roundabout

ÅBeing disrespectful to the neighbours .



Our Day
ÅEarly Bird: the first job of the day and a great way 

to settle in.  (please try not to be late)

ÅCarpet inputs: usually 3 carpet sessions a day (not 
more than 10 mins at this time of the year)

Å Independent learning: where the children can access 
the activities set up in the classrooms (inside and  
outside)

ÅPhonics: Teaching of the individual sounds, letter 
names and letter shape. (Start in a few weeks time).

ÅGuided Reading: a guided group for reading, children 
have 1-2 groups per week 



When I get messy, I have been 
showing curiosity, determination, 

persistence, imagination and confidence!



Exploring the water tray is
giving me lots of maths and
scientific skills! I love pouring,
filling and emptying! 
Sometimes my clothes may 
get wet!

Using a knife and fork at lunchtime is 
tricky! Sometimes I get food on my 

clothes!

I sometimes get pen and paint 
on my clothes! This is because 
I am developing creative skills 
and exploring lots of different 
ways of making amazing art! 

Our mud kitchen is so much fun! I 
use all my senses, which is so 

important for my development. It 
also helps me use my imagination 

and practise playing with my 
friends nicely! 

Playing outside is so 
important. I run and jump 
and get lots of fresh air. 
Sometimes I might get 
grass or mud on my 
clothes. 

Exploring with playdough and other 
messy play resources like foam or food, 
helps me to develop fine motor control 
and build up muscles and coordination in 
my hands and fingers. I will need these 

to help me to write. 



òEducation at Goldsworth is as much about 
the person as it is about the academics. We 

are interested in growing people who are 
able to form good relationships, to work 

together, to care for each other and to gain 
the confidence to be themselves and believe 
in themselves. Play is a crucial part of this 

and we believe if we get that part of a 
childõs education right, the rest will follow 

and they will achieve great things .ó

Mrs Kozlowski September 2015



The serious business of play
Play is your childõs way of exploring the world around them. 
It is an essential part of your childõs development. 
Being able to play freely enables children to learn life skills. 

Å Socialising ( building relationships)

Å Learning about themselves and others ( Developing themselves 
and gaining independence)

Å Discovering different ways of doing things (problem solving)

Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking part in play 
which is guided by adults.



Play also helps to:
ÅDevelop empathy and consideration for others, as 
they experience being in someone elseõs shoes.

ÅDevelop listening skills and verbal interaction

ÅDevelop communication skills 

ÅGain perspective and learn what is real and not real

ÅPlay lays the foundations for reading and writing 



The Foundation 
Curriculum

Split into 7 areas of learning:
Prime Areas
ÅPersonal, Social and Emotional Development
ÅCommunication and Language
ÅPhysical Development
Specific Areas
ÅLiteracy
ÅMathematics
ÅUnderstanding the World
ÅExpressive Arts and Design



Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development



Aims:
ÅIndependent learners; learners for 

life
ÅMotivated to learn
ÅForming relationships
ÅRespect for others
ÅHave a sense of self and how they 

belong



Communication
and Language



Aims
ÅListening and Attention

ÅUnderstanding - language 
development, questioning,  talking 
through play

ÅSpeaking ðtalking partners, talk for 
writing



Physical 
Development



Aims
Moving and Handling-:
ÅUsing tools to develop fine and gross motor skills 

ÅAwareness of space

ÅControl and coordination

Health and Self - care:
ÅHygiene- washing hands, toileting and independence

ÅHealthy Choices - snacks, lunch and at home

ÅDaily Exercise



PE Days Autumn Term 1
Hedgehogs and Mice - Friday 

Moles- Wednesday 

WE NEED PE KITS IN SCHOOL AND WE WILL RETURN 
THEM TO BE WASHED EACH HALF TERM! 

NAME EVERYTHING!!!!!

Please donõt forget- no earrings to be worn on PE 
days. 



Literacy



Phonics 
ôLetters and Soundsõ

ÅFun
ÅStructured
ÅAt school - visual, auditory and kinaesthetic 
ÅAt home - sound book and sheets to        

reinforce 
ÅApply to the world around them
ÅUsed when reading and writing



Reading and Phonics 
Workshop

There will be a very useful workshop led 
by us  on Friday 3 rd November at 9:00am 
in the large hall and reception area. For 
your child to gain fully from this event we 
ask for no siblings to attend. We apologise 
for any inconvenience this may cause. 



How to help at home

ÅMaking reading a positive experience

ÅSet aside a time and place

ÅRead every night (2 way process)

ÅMake sure you are both in the right mood

ÅLots of praise



Mathematics



Aims
ÅLearning through purposeful activities

ÅNumbers to 20.

ÅBegin to use vocabulary involved in addition 
and subtraction

ÅSolve practical problems in shape, space 
and measure

ÅProviding ôreal lifeõ problems



Understanding 
the World



Aims

ÅPeople and Communities- identity, 
celebrations, culture and religion

ÅThe World - developing a sense of 
self, place and time

ÅTechnology- ICT, everyday 
technology, changes



Extra Projects
Cooking and tasting

We will be asking for £10 per child for 
the whole year towards  cooking and 

tasting.

This is payable on Wisepay. Please let 
your class teacher know when you 

have paid.  



Expressive Arts 
and Design



Aims

Exploring using media 
and materials:
Å Encouraging independence 

Å Self selection of resources

Å Creation Station

Å Construction

Å ICT Being Imaginative:
Å Role Play

Å Dance

Å Drama

Å Small World play

Å Story telling



Assessments
ÅBase line assessments

ÅOn-going observations

ÅCharacteristics of Learning
Å Playing and exploring

Å Active learning

Å Creating and thinking critically

ÅParent consultation evenings (Nov and March)

ÅEnd of year reports

ÅDonõt worry!



Sharing Information 
ÅClass windows 

ÅTeacher weekend emails for notices (please read)

ÅSchool Newsletter

ÅHome Diary 

ÅMedical Information - changes

ÅSick notes and holiday

ÅClass reps and roles

ÅParent helpers (DBS)



General Information
Å Fruit donations: Please cut grapes 

ÅWater bottles -

Å Art/Craft donations

Å Bring coats in EVERYDAY (All weathers)

Å All payments through Wise Pay (except mufti)

Å Fundraising ( Welly Run - details to follow) 



Administration
Å School starts at 8.40am: Important to be prompt and please 

bring your child to their classroom. 

Å Scootering and cycling: Only down the Bridge Barn path. 
Please dismount on the left hand side path by infant 
playground

Å Lessons finish at 3:15pm (Infants) children will be taken to 
the office if you are late.

Å Absences must be reported to the office in the morning 
before 09:00am.There is a special message service for this 
on the office telephone

Å Please leave the playground once you have collected your 
child as the playground is used for Wise Owl.

Å Please keep our outside classroom tidy during pick up/drop 
off.



Trips, Class Assemblies 
and Reception Events

ÅChristmas Nativity Tuesday 12 th December 5:00pm 
and Thursday 14 th 9:30am

ÅChristmas Party: Thursday 7 th December (in school)
ÅChristmas lunch Monday 18 th December
ÅMonday 23 rd April 2017 Ladyland Farm
ÅSummer term - Seaside
ÅAssemblies- Spring/Summer Term
ÅSwimming- Spring/Summer Term
ÅHelpers (DBS)



Weekend Challenges
We will be setting some challenges 

for you and your child.



Thank you!


