


Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson



Aims
• To have a shared understanding of why reading is important and what 

part it plays in children’s education and beyond

• To understand that reading enables children to access the whole 
curriculum

• To share some ideas of how to support your child at home with their 
reading journey



Why reading matters

• Economic impacts within society – it matters to everyone

• Emotional, cultural and educational impact on the individual



Reading for Pleasure

• Engagement in reading is strongly correlated with reading 
performance

• Children who are good at reading, do more of it

• Conversely those for who reading is difficult, fall behind



The Start of the Reading Journey

• The quality of children’s parents talk with them will expand their 
vocab and comprehension

• Proficiency in spoken language gives children more words for what 
they want to say and more words for what they can write about 

• Oracy – before children even encounter a book this is the first step to 
reading



Children’s reading journey so far 
in school

• Focus on developing oracy skills

• Broadening their vocabulary

• Synthetics phonics program (RWI)

• Listening to books modelled by an expert

• Children learning to read independently and together

• Children using the skills to understand and explain what they have 
read



Reading Miles
Putting in the reading miles allows children to:

• Practice their reading 

• Build experience with increasing complex texts 

• Encounter new knowledge

• Gain new language, including 

vocabulary

• Develop their fluency



The simple view of reading





• Never read to: 4662 words 

• 1 – 2 times a week: 63,570 words 

• 3 – 5 times a week: 169,520 words

• Daily: 296,660 words 

• 5 books a day: 1,483,330 words

How many words children will have heard 
by the time they are five years old

Science Daily (2019), quoted in the Reading Framework



The 3 parts of a reading journey

• Oracy and vocabulary

• Decoding and fluency

• Comprehension



How to encourage oracy and 
vocabulary

• Give children the opportunity to listen to texts being read to them 
which include books that have new vocabulary

• Make sharing books a special time and have fun with expression and 
intonation



How to support decoding and fluency

• First read of the book without interruptions

• Give your children the opportunity to reread books. Repetition is 
good!

• Be patient with your child, they will make mistakes on their journey

• Let children choose the book they want to read



How to support comprehension

• Explain the definition of unknown 
words

• Retell the main events/ facts

• Empathise with characters

• Predict what will happen next and 
why

• Retrieve information to find a direct 
answer



• Pick a card

• Get your team to guess your word

• You cannot say the word on your 
card

Different stages
- keep definition on the board
- remove definitions 
- act it out
- use a synonym
- use an antonym 

Taboo



• Pick a card and do not look at it

• Put it on your headband / stick to 
head on a post it

• Ask yes or no questions to the rest 
of the group

Is my word a verb?
Does my word start with a vowel?
Is unfashionable a synonym?

Headbandz



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DR3SnKXMYRg


Reading feeds the imagination, it expands 

horizons and offers new and exciting ways of 

seeing and making sense of our lives and of 

the world around us.

Michael Morpurgo


